








by Rev. Dr. James Ha, East Asia

Wherever 
there’s a 
Chinese 
restaurant ...

AH TIN CAME TO CHRIST IN CHINA. He was taught 
in church that wherever one goes, one must never forget to share 
the Good News of Jesus with others. Six years ago, Ah Tin was 
forced to leave China after a business partnership went badly for 
him, so he moved to Lagos, Nigeria, to start a new chapter in his 
life. 

In April 2008, I visited Lagos with Dr. Stanley Ling, Regional 
Director of SIM East Asia, to explore the possibility of 
ministering among the 40,000 migrant Chinese there who have 
not yet heard the Gospel. As we (along with SIM missionary 
Dr. Kelvin Chen and ECWA representative Rev. Olaniru) 
visited Lagos’ “China Town” and shared the Good News of Jesus 
with shop owners, we discovered that there was a committed 
Christian who led a “holy life” and was always kind and helpful. 
One of the shopkeepers introduced us to this special man, Ah 
Tin.

Ah Tin was thrilled to meet us, and we talked together for 
hours! He shared his desire to see a church planted in Lagos. 
Unfortunately, due to lack of co-laborers and leaders, his dream 
had not yet come true. As we continued our conversation over 
lunch at a Chinese restaurant, he told us he believed that God 
had sent us to Lagos and was excited that planting the first 
church among the migrant Chinese could be realized.

A big vision
Did you know that one fifth of the world’s population is 

Chinese? The Chinese diaspora can be found on every continent. 
This is why Asia is one of SIM’s top ministry priority areas. 
There are literally millions of migrant Chinese who have moved 
outside Mainland China for work or study. Many of them are 
ready to learn about and ultimately follow Jesus Christ.

Our vision is to see: a Chinese church wherever there is a 
Chinese restaurant and Chinese missionaries serving with 
missionaries of other nationalities wherever there is a mission 
field. This is a big vision, and it is why SIM East Asia has 
established the Chinese Ministry Centre to strategize and 
coordinate this exciting church-planting work. 

Answering the call
Frank and Ada Tuan, overseas Chinese from Taiwan, have 

served with SIM in Johannesburg, South Africa for 17 years. 
They have planted two churches among the estimated half-
million Chinese immigrants in South Africa today. They have 
also organized mission trips for interested overseas Chinese 
churches and individuals to visit immigrant Chinese living and 
working in Africa. 

The Tuans told me, “We noticed there were great needs among 
[the Chinese immigrants] yet there were no workers. Workers 
with the same cultural background who speak their language 
were in urgent need. So, our family began to get involved.”

Though there are more than 1.3 million overseas Chinese 
believers and about 10,000 churches set up by them, the number 
of missionaries sent out by overseas Chinese churches is less 
than 2,000. These are people who are gifted to be messengers 
of the Gospel, having lived in cross-cultural environments, 
where they learned different languages. We want to mobilize 
more overseas Chinese Christians to partner in the Great 
Commission. 
EDITOR’S NOTE: After the initial fact-finding trip, Rev. Ha and his wife returned 
to Lagos for three months to minister to the migrant Chinese there, with a view to 
planting a church among them. They started a Bible study for 20 men and women, 
which now meets in a Chinese restaurant. In August 2008 seven came to Christ, and 
three of them were baptized. Praise God! 

>> Ah Tin (2nd from left) and 
other Lagos church members
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WORKING WITH CHURCHES

Hand
in hand
by Chris Conti, Peru

DREAMING THE 
DREAMS OF GOD
by Doris Estevez

Upon ending my university studies, I 

decided to surrender my degree to the Lord 

and told him that I wanted to serve him full‐

time with all my heart, but I didn’t know how 

or where. Then a friend of mine invited me 

to be part of the missions ministry that was 

just starting in our church. So I attended a 

meeting, and was touched by the needs of 

people around the world. 

I was searching for God’s perfect will and 

didn’t want to be guided by my emotions, 

so for the first year, I served faithfully in this 

ministry in church. I also worked with street 

children and disabled children. But my heart 

leaped with excitement each time I heard a 

missionary speak or when I read something 

about missions.

Later, I went to the school of discipleship 

with Youth With A Mission in Argentina, hoping 

to discover God’s will for my life. During a 

workshop called “Dreaming the Dreams of God” 

I understood that God had placed this dream in 

me to serve cross‐culturally. 

“I think it’s an error to believe we have a call 

for just one place—God wants us to bear fruit 

everywhere he puts us.”

>> Doris teaches in church

SIM’S FOCUS in Latin America says, “Your local church sends 
you and we help you get there.” SIM wants to walk alongside the 
Church as it plays its God-given role in missions. 

The local church played a key part in the process that 
Ecuadorian Doris Estevez entered three years ago with SIM 
mobilizers Carlos and Evelyn Ruiz. “SIM wants to help the local 
church send, so besides SIM requirements for membership, the 
church requirements also need to be fulfilled,” Evelyn said.

According to Evelyn, Doris’ church has seen the difference it 
makes to send a candidate through a solid organization. Doris 
is the fifth missionary they’ve sent, but it’s the first time they’ve 
worked with SIM. They’ve considered the direct communication 
they’ve had with SIM to be very positive.

“Sending Latinos is not just accepting filled-in applications,” 
said Evelyn. “It’s a process of mentoring. We have walked 
alongside Doris in her calling and have seen her faith grow ... 
and our faith has grown too.”

Just like family
“SIM has played a very important role in my life,” said Doris. 

“I appreciate especially Carlos and Evelyn Ruiz—I consider 
them to be my missionary parents.” 

Doris was part of the SIM-UK volunteer program for nine 
months, and met many missionaries from all parts of the world. 
She also did an exploratory trip to Pakistan that helped her 

understand more about missions.
“The SIM missionaries that I have met have been very warm 

and open to me and very committed to their call,” she said. 
“They’ve taken care of me and have made me feel like family.” 

She would like to be in Ethiopia by early 2009, but is waiting 
on God’s timing in support raising and in getting her visa. She 
will be working especially with women in the area of micro-
business, in making and selling products.

“The team she will join plans to develop a project around her 
skills in micro-finance,” said Renee Cole, Personnel Director 
for SIM Ethiopia. “Because Latinos are so relational, as are 
Ethiopians, Doris will find the transition into this culture easy,” 
Cole added. 

Doris and the SIM Ethiopia team understand that some 
adjustments will need to be made, especially to policies and 
procedures, since she is coming from Ecuador, a country where 
SIM has not traditionally sent out missionaries. Today, even 
though they may not have an official SIM sending office, all 
countries can grant SIM membership. And, as more non-
Western countries begin sending out missionaries, SIM will 
partner increasingly with national churches and local sending 
agencies in the developing world. 

“I know that the team will be open and available to help me in 
the orientation and adaptation process,” Doris said. 
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Gospel recordings—
for the Guarani 

 
>> As of now, only the New Testament 
is recorded in Guarani, but that is going 
to change! SIM Paraguay has partnered 
with Trans World Radio and a German 
mission to record a dramatized version 
of Genesis 22 in the Guarani language. 
We are gearing up to record the 
entire Old Testament and maybe even 
Christian books translated into Guarani. 
In addition, a “Guarani Recording Task 
Force” will work with SIM missionaries 
and other ministries to produce hundreds 
of recorded lessons in Guarani. Rural 
Paraguay will be evangelized in more 
effective ways, while leaders will be given 
materials that they can use to train others. 
In addition, people will be provided with 

relevant community service messages.

You’ve been praying; God is answering.

Asia—the reality of 
urban poverty
>> One of SIM’s urban church plants in 
Asia has seen “significant fruit” this year, 
with a number of people coming to Christ 
and being baptized. But ministry team 
leaders recently discovered that “Alan” 
one of their bright young converts, is 
being trafficked into prostitution by his 
own family. Thankfully, Alan has been 
removed from the situation and is safe. 
He is grateful, but also wounded and 
confused. This situation is a reminder 
that our ministries are not immune from 
urban poverty. Please pray for healing 
and safety for Alan—and for his younger 
brothers who are still at risk from the 
prostitution ring. Project # TH 08195 Thai 
Baskets of Love, Integrated Ministries.

Strengthening 
marriages in Ghana
>> When The Marriage Course Interna‐
tional launches its new DVD series, Gha‐
naians will be among those in the inter‐
views that supplement the teaching pre‐
sentations. The invitation to be a part of 
this major project was issued as a result 
of the Marriage Course team in Ghana un‐
dertaking its own project. The goal was 
to contextualize the Leadership Training 
DVD from the UK, and motivate Ghana‐
ians to run the course. It has since been 
used to train dozens of church leaders. 
SIM missionaries Alan and Donna Goerz 
work with four Ghanaian couples in facili‐
tating it. Pray for the team as they launch 
the course in Ghana’s churches.

Sudan’s “village of hope”
>> Since opening our clinic in Doro, South Sudan last March, SIM has been able to 
assist 53 malnourished children! We’ve set up a “nutrition village” called Village 
of Hope, which provides housing for mothers to stay with their malnourished 
children for several weeks while they are treated. During that time, mothers 
receive teaching on nutrition, cooking and basic health care. A Christian relief 
organization called Medair partnered with SIM to get the nutrition village up and 
running, providing staff, vitamin‐packed milk formula, and rehydration powder. By 
surveying the Mabaan villages, they learned that 3.3% of the nearly 800 children 
under the age of 5 had severe acute malnutrition. Thanks to the Village of Hope, 
children whose parents expected them to die have instead gained weight and 
regained their appetites. Project # SD 98018

El Sendero in 
Ecuador is three!

 
>> There were celebrations in November 
as the El Sendero café ministry in Loja 
celebrated its third birthday. It was an 
opportunity to thank God for the lives 
that have been touched and changed 
through the ministry of the café. SIM’s 
Colin Bakon, who provides oversight and 
direction for the work, is keen to see local 
Christians catch the vision and be enabled 
to take the ministry forward. He has been 
working alongside a café committee 
to find candidates for the formation of 
an advisory group as a precursor to a 
more formal board. Colin has also been 
meeting with youth leaders and pastors 
in order to get their input, and encourage 
their involvement. 

By Prayer
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